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June Wilderness Hike 
   Seven Sierrans and friends had a sloppy day of 
hiking June 22 on horse-churned trails at Swan 
Creek in Mark Twain National Forest. But lunch on 
a glade with a scenic overlook and later playtime in 
the creek revived everyone and washed away the 
trail mud. 
   Swan Creek is a 9,366-acre section of the national 
forest in Christian County that has been proposed 
for wilderness designation.  With 20 miles of trails, 
it’s become a haven for equestrians, but hikers can 
enjoy the trails, too, in dry conditions. The pristine 
Swan Creek runs on the west side of the land, and 
campsites are available at several locations in the 
Bar K area off Highway 125.  
   If you’ re interested in “adopting”  Swan Creek and 
helping push for its protection as a designated 
wilderness, contact outings chair Jennifer Ailor at 
jailor65721@yahoo.com.  
 
From the Chair 
   Member participation continues to rise, although 
we still need volunteers to help with monthly 
programs, with our web site, the newsletter and 
much more. Our web site is soon to be upgraded; 
check it out  (see top of page for address) and click 
on “volunteer opportunities”  if you’d like to find 
out how you can help.  
   Expanding the group’s base in our region remains 
a priority of the group’s leadership, as we cover a 
large region but only tend to be active in the 
Springfield area. We encourage interested members 
in other areas of southwest Missouri to contact us 
for help in forming smaller groups to work on local 
issues or projects. 
   We’ve a great line up of programs and outings for 
this fall, designed to inform and entertain. Both are 
a great way to find out more about your local group.  

 
 
 
 
Upcoming Programs 
     Meetings are held the second Tuesday of each month 
at the Springfield Conservation Nature Center at 7 p.m. 
Come early to enjoy refreshments and an opportunity to 
meet and visit with other Sierrans.   
 
Sept 9: Sustainable Gardening in the Ozarks 
    Len Pense of Pensaroda Farms near Strafford, 
takes a common sense approach to growing an 
organic, weed free, raised bed vegetable garden--
and even novice gardeners can succeed using his 
system. With skyrocketing food prices and concern 
about imported food, “gardening Len’s way”  is a 
great way to provide your family with fresh, 
nutritious produce and to take a big step toward 
living more sustainably. His approach uses no tools, 
requires little maintenance and feeds two people 
from a 4 x 16’bed. 
 
Oct 14:  Living Sustainably in the Ozark 
Sustainability: meeting present needs without 
compromising the ability of future generations to meet 
theirs.� If everyone adopted the U.S. lifestyle, it 
would take five planets to supply enough natural 
resources to meet the needs of our current world 
population. With our partners in Ozarks Friends of 
the Environment, we’ve put together a panel to 
explore some new ideas for living more sustainably 
in the Ozarks. Our moderator will be Dr. Art Boyt, 
chief technical officer with SolSource Teknologi 
and former director of Crowder College’s Missouri 
Alternative and Renewable Energy Technology 
Center. Our panel participants will include George 
Van Hoesen, a green building consultant with US 
Green Building LLC, Russ Kremer, President of the 
Missouri Farmers Union, and Tim Conklin, Director 
of the Ozarks Transportation Organization. 
 
     --Plan to come early for refreshments and exhibits— 
 
November 11 Living in a Chemical Soup 
In 2000 the chemical industry in the U.S. produced 
more than 500 million tons of the top100 chemicals 
alone.Thousands of new chemicals are developed 
and released each year, often with little or no 
longterm testing. Our speaker, Dr. Tom Tomasi, 
Professor of Biology at MSU with a specialization 
in environmental physiology and whose research 
interests include reproductive endocrinology and 
the affects of endocrine disruptor chemicals on 
wildlife will discuss some of the chemicals of 
greatest concern showing up in the environment and 
the effects these may have on living organisms. 



Outings    
    Sierrans interested in outings have identified 
Piney Creek Wilderness, Greer Springs, the Buffalo 
River trail system in Arkansas, Noblett Lake and 
Prairie State Park as possible destinations. For 
details and dates, contact outings chair Jennifer 
Ailor at 581-4018 or jailor65721@yahoo.com. The 
Sierra Club requires you to register for outings and 
to sign a waiver of liability. 
 
Upcoming Work Outings 
 
Sept 5: Lend a land with the Ozarks Regional Land 
Trust to pick native plant seeds at Woods Prairie 
near Mt. Vernon from 5:30 to sunset. Bring a small 
bucket, handclipper, hat, water bottle, your 
wildflower book and a friend. Children are 
welcome. Directions and photos are available at 
www.orlt.org or call Andy at 417-669-2976.  
Sept 20: We’ ll be working on WRG’s rain garden 
at Valley Water Mill Park at 9 a.m., weeding, 
mulching and adding some great new plants. The 
rain garden was constructed in 2007 as a project to 
demonstrate how natural rain gardens can channel 
water flow, reduce erosion and filter pollutants. The 
garden has been planted with flowers, sedges and 
grasses native to the Ozarks. 
  
Kid’s Guide to the Ozarks Outdoors 
   Inspired by Richard Louv’s book “Last Child in 
the Woods,”  a hardworking group of WRG 
members are putting together an attractive and 
informative guide to encourage kids to get out and 
explore wonderful natural areas right here in the 
Ozarks. 
   The group is working closely with the Springfield 
Greene County Parks & Rec. and other state 
conservation agencies, and 25 organizations have 
already expressed interest in helping distribute the 
free guides.  
   There is still much to be done.  When completed 
the guide will cover approximately 50 natural areas, 
and additional members are needed to help with 
photographing and/or “writing up”  these areas. 
Your special knowledge of any of these areas could 
help convey the uniqueness of that area and ignite a 
spark for children. Contact Carla Klein at 
car latklein@sbcglobal.net to learn more.   
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Win a Prize !  
   We’ ll be selling Sierra Club calendars again this 
fall to raise funds to support our activities 
throughout the year. You can help out by selling or 
by purchasing calendars. They make excellent 
holiday gifts for friends, relatives, clients and 
customers. Check our Web site for more 
information or contact Libby Rains at 417.886.3323 
or at gumbo19@yahoo.com. 
 
It’s Election Time Again! 
Terms of four WRG Executive Committee members 
expire this year, and we are excited to have some 
excellent candidates for those positions. Check our 
Web site for information about each of the 
candidates and then fill in the ballot below to cast 
your vote. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Donations to the Group 
   If you would like to help support the group’s many 
worthwhile projects, make your check payable to the 
Sierra Club White River Group and mail it to Mary 
Lorenz, PO Box 2355, Nixa, MO, 65714. 
   Contribution or gifts to Sierra Club’s White River 
Group are not tax deductible; they support our effective 
citizen-based advocacy and lobbying efforts. To make a 
tax-deductible gift, please contact Mary at 417-735-
9268 or emlore8@aol.com. 
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   Member #1 Member #2 
Jennifer  Ailor   �           �  

Cynthia Andre  �           �  
 
Deb Dalton   �           �  
 
Mary Lorenz   �           �  
 
Other                     �           �   
_______________________  
    
Send to: Lance Roskens, 4313 S. Oak Ave., 
Spr ingfield, MO 65804 by October 15, 2008
      


